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Chapter -1 

 
INTRODUCTION 

 
 

Education is the most significant vehicle of social development in 

modern era. An educated individual is respected by all members of the 

society and he has a greater position in the family, society and even in the 

world. Education makes a man as human being. Education is greatest 

difference or change between us and our ancestors. We have now reached 

in modern age bypassing the ancient and middle age. The most ideal 

element towards this achievement of human is education. During earlier 

times man used to learn things from their own experiences. As time 

passes man began to invent new things out of his living condition. Later 

that man began to teach their ideologies towards others from lots of his 

life experiences in his house and this system of schooling was named as 

Gurukulam. 

The Muslim of India is the major religious minority within India and one 

of the largest Muslim communities in the world. They are the second 

largest minority group within India (after the scheduled castes);how 

however  they are relatively small group, comprise comprising only10% 

to 11% of the population or about 75 to 80 million people, in an 

overwhelmingly Hindu society. 
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Muslim are not an homogeneous group, divided as they are by language, 

ethnicity, culture and economic position. The great majority are Sunni 

Muslims, the remainder are Shia and diverse sects. They are a majority 

only one state in India, Jammu and Kashmir, everywhere else they are a 

minority although often concentrated in Muslim residential areas. The 

largest numbers are found in Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, West Bengal and the 

southern state of Kerala. 

On the completion of five decades of independence, women in Muslim 

communities face considerable challenges as citizens of India and 

members of India’s largest minority. Their poor socio-economic status 

reflects a lack of social opportunity which,though not a feature exclusive 

to Muslim women, is exacerbated by their marginal status within an 

overall context of social disadvantage for more most Indian women. The 

literacy rate of Muslim women was found to be 21.91 percent lower than 

even the poor national average of 24.82 per cent. 

According to government reports, Muslim women are among the poorest, 

educationally disenfranchised, economically vulnerable, politically 

marginalized group in the country. In 1983 the Gopal Singh Committee 

instituted by the government, declared Muslims as “backward” 

community in India. A central feature of this “backwardness” is their 

exceedingly poor socio-economic status, particularly of Muslim women. 

Most Muslim women remain “invisible” workers in the informal 
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economy. The Muslim share in public employment is less than 3 percent. 

Within this picture of marginalization, it is a predictable   that the 

corresponding figures for Muslim women are further skewed towards the 

bottom. A lack of information on Muslim were certainly women 

contributes to the reinforcement of cultural stereotypes, serving to 

obfuscate their life experiences and struggle. Consequently, the notion 

that Muslim women’s status in India is attributable to certain intrinsic, 

immutable “Islamic” features or that their social status derives solely 

from Muslim laws, is widely prevalent. 

The lack of social opportunities for Muslim women is a crucial issue 

needing urgent action. An improvement in literacy rates would directly 

influence Muslim women’s socio economic and political status as citizens 

of India. 

1.1 statement of the study problem: 

   A wide variety of problems associated with the education of Muslim 

women were raised. These problems result in low enrollment and 

retention. In this dismissal scenario there is on big ray of hope while the 

education system appears to have not given up on education. There is a 

strong desire and enthusiasm for education among Muslim women and 

girls across the board. 

                       Given the generally low access to schools in the vicinity, 

parents are left with the un-affordable options of private schooling or 
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madrasa education. In the context overall societal gender-bias, this has 

had a particularly delirious effect on the Muslim women (girls)with poor 

Muslim parents often opting to send only sons to private schools. 

 

1.2 Importance of Muslim women in higher education:- 

Education women are capable of bringing socio-economic changes. 

Women must be educated for a happy and healthy like educated women 

be a better human being successful mother and responsible citizen 

educating women will unintentionally increase the living standard both 

education to her kids and with them live a better life. 

 

1.3  Rational of the study:- 

 Education is a very important tool for creating a gender just 

society and bring in empowerment of women. Unfortunately today if we 

look at the Statics in India we find that there is a lot of gap between the 

education of men and women. Even within the context of education in 

general, there is a wide gap between the Muslim women and the women 

belonging to other religions and communities. Though primary education 

is free in India, very few girls who enroll, continue their studies and 

dropout at some point or another education is a very important means for 

upward mobility and integration in to the economy and society and if a 
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large chunk of women are left behind overall development will take a 

back seat. 

 

1.4 Aims and Objectives of the Study 

 

•To analyze issues related to Muslim girls' education 

•To find out solution for the problems that faces by a married girl student. 

•To examine the notion importance of women education 

•To find various reasons for the educational crisis of Muslim girls 

•To identify the ratio between continuing and discontinuing girl-students 

after Marriage 

•To find positive and negative impacts of Marriage on education 

 
 
1.5 scope of the study: 
 
The present study on ''particiation of Muslim women in higher education 

in Jorhat district'' comes under highest studies as it traces out of the 

education and cultural life of Muslim women. The study can be 

concluding by using the perspective of women studies. By comparing the 

Gopal shingh committee instituted by government in 1983, declared 

Muslims as ''backward'' is their exceeding poor socio- economic 

status,particularly  of Muslim in higher education. 
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1.6 Delimitation of the study:- 
 
The present study is delimitated to only of Seleng Gaon of Jorhat district 

for an intensive case study. 
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Chapter-2 
 

Review of related literature 
 

 

Hossain (2013) The study was conducted in Bengal to know the 

socio-economic and educational status of Muslim women. It is 

universally accepted facts that education is the most effective tool for 

empowerment of women. According to study the percentage of Muslim 

women in the post-high school education was stated to be 0.5 and non -

Muslim women is 4.6 (census 2001). By reviewing the overall situations, 

it has been observed that the situations are very pitiable almost in all field 

of development. The research revealed that steps must be taken for socio-

economic and educational development of the Muslim women for their 

progress in the given society. 

 

Roy (2015) conducted a study on, “attitude of public towards 

higher education”. Higher education helps in improving an individual's 

quality of life. The paper discusses several steps that can be untaken to 

bridge the gaps in the system of higher education in India. a). Parents 

involvement should not be seen in a negative sense. B). There should be 

proper administration and proper implementations of rules in higher 

educational institutions. C). Encourage part time courses. D). Scholarship 
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should be provided to economically weaker students. E). All higher 

educational institutions provide the facility of Guidance and counseling. 

 

Salue (2016) The aim of the study is to contribute to our 

understanding of young women’s access to higher education. The study 

revealed that poor attainment of Muslim female higher education is often 

linked to religious conservatism and Islamic aversion, but this notion is 

not true, because none of the Muslim participant says that Islam impose 

any restrictions on attainment of Muslim female education. Due to lower 

socio-economic background female are unable to further their education. 

Because of limited resources, support is often directed towards sons’ 

education,which compromises daughters’ chances of obtaining higher 

education. 

 

Naz (2017) The present study is conducted to examine the socio-

economic conditions of Muslim women particularly living in rural areas 

of India in order to bring out the causes of their backwardness and 

problems faced by them. The overall analysis of the study reveals that the 

condition of Muslim women is not satisfactory especially regarding their 

socio-economic status,educational attainment, health status, work 

participation, etc. The results suggest that due to some awareness 
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programmes, reservation for minorities, developmental schemes for 

Muslim female worked to improve the condition. 

 

Hussain et al (2018) This research concluded that, for the 

transformation of social and economic, education is considered as the 

single most important tool. Especially women should have to play an 

equal role for the progress and development of the society. The study 

aims to highlight the educational status of Muslim women in India, the 

reasons for their backwardness, their issues and challenges they face and 

recommendations for their integration with the mainstream society. 

 

Jan et al (2019) The research was conducted in Jahangirabad 

(Bhopal) area in order to know the parental attitude towards girl’s 

education. The study finds that in Jahangirabad the people are very poor. 

Male parents of the students are labour and Female parents are house 

wives. But still the parents have positive attitude towards girl’s education. 

They want to educate their girls. 

 

Zahedifer (2012) This study aims to explore the participation of 

women in higher education and female participation in labour force in 

Iran. Women who are educated and employed are likely to be better 
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equipped with the information and the means needed to function 

effectively in the modern world. 

 

Sarkar et al (2014) Present research attempts to explore the 

traditional social and gendered norm affecting girls’ education among the 

marginalized households in northern rural Bangladesh.The research 

concluded that Girls’ education is known as an essential component to 

skilled human resource development and for enhancing their socio-

economic status in all societies across the world. It has been recognized 

as panacea to sustainable social development. 
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Chapter 3 
 

Methodology and procedures 
 

 

Muslim women entering into higher Education through a variety of routes. 

As several other studies are also highlighting, the presence of Muslim 

women in higher education and the diverse routes they follow in order to 

enter university, contradicts problematic discourses that suggest that 

Muslim women’s educational choices are limited due to cultural or 

religious reasons. Present study on “Participation of Muslim Women in 

Higher Education,A case study  in Jorhat” tries to analyse the 

expectations of Muslim women  along with the constraints they are facing 

in between their educational and social life. 

 
1.1 Field of the study: 

The study has been connected. The Muslim women in higher 

education of seleng gaon of Jorhat district of Assam. 

           According to census 2011 information the location code or village 

code of seleng village is 293864 seleng gaon village is located in Teok 

subdivision of Jorhat district in Assam India. It is situated 42 km away 

from district headquarter Teok. Teok is the sub district headquarter of 

seleng gaon village. As per 2009 states,seleng is the gram panchayat of 

seleng gaon village. 
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           The total geographical area of village is 33183 hectares seleng 

gaon has a total population of 1,268 peoples,out of which male 

population is 618 while female population is 650. Literacy rate of seleng 

gaon village is 69.24% out which 76.54% males and 62.31females are 

about 294 houses in seleng gaon village. Pincode of seleng gaon village 

locality is 785636. 

 
 
1.2Source of data collection:- 
 
 
Both primary and secondary source of data has been extensively used for 

the purpose of soludy. Primary data have been collected mainly from the 

Muslims people living in the Jorhat Gaon .through the techniques of 

questionnaire, interview schedule, and partial. observation. Interview  

Schedules were used in order to understand the perception of the 

Womens who subject of the present study. ·were und im order. 

 

Secondary data have been obtained from various sources such as Previous 

study, books, news paper, e-journals and periodical report published 

official works, survivor, manusc manuscripts ,individual records, 

dissertation, MRP and other literature. 
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1.3Tool and techniques of data  collection:- 

                     The Principal tools adopted for collecting primary data  in 

this study  were the interview Schedules used for interviews where the 

head or an adult member of each of the sample respondent house hold 

was interviewed: The interviewed. The interview Schedule comprised of 

both closed and opened questions it contained two parts the first  parts  of 

questions was about the general information of respondents. The second 

part asked about the socio-economic conditions to interview schedule, 

personal observation. Informal discussion. Data collected from both 

primary and secondary sources, are analyzed through qualitative, The 

Collected data are proceed and tabulated wit Justified analysis simple 

statistical calculation like percentage and mean are used to interpret the  

data  along with graphical representation. 

 
 
1.4 Sampling information: 

 

A total of 30 Respondents for the present study were selected from 

Muslim Women from Jorhat District of Assam, majority of them belong 

to minority areas of the District. More than 90% of them belong to 

socially and economically backward families,existence of large 



families,lack of connection between madarsha education and modern 

education,possesion of negative attitudes  towards the education of girls. 
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Chapter -4 
 

Data analysis and interpretation:- 
 
 
1.Educational level 
 
 
The following Table shows the educational level of the Muslim women 

respondent in the particular area. 

 
Table No. 1: Educational Level of the Respondents 

Sl no 
Particulars 

Education Level of 

Muslim women 

Percenta

ge 

1 Illiterate 3 10% 

2 Matriculation 9 30% 

3 Undermatric 6 20% 

4 HS 4 13% 

5 

Graduate and 

above 
8 27% 

Source: Filed Study 

By the data as shown in table it can be seen that 30% respondents 

have passed matriculation which is highest number as per the data. 
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2.Parents occupation 
 
 

On interaction with respondents occupation of parents are shown in 

below table. 

Table-2: Parents Occupations 

Sl no 
Particulars Occupation of parents 

Percenta

ge 

1 Business 11 10% 

2 Cultivation 15 50% 

3 others 4 13% 

Source: Field Study 

 
In reference with the data mentioned above it can be seen that 50% 

of the family are dependent on cultivation followed by others 13% and 

Business10%. Parents occupation has a great impact on the education of 

children (specially girls). The attitude of the Muslim parents signifies that 

the supporting nature of family in their children’s education. The parental 

attitude can be negative or positive. The negative attitude of the Muslim 

parents regarding education and schooling can prevent their children from 

getting education. With less parental support in school work, low level of 

motivation and poor self-esteem of children can result Positive attitude of 

the Muslim parents can be beneficial to their children in many cases and 
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can be reflected in improvement in class performance, creating interest 

among children to learn, and higher achievement scores in reading and 

writing. The growing awareness regarding education makes many 

families value their children’s education and act favorably towards 

schooling and education of their children. They become a part of the 

decision making process of school, and decide their children’s future 

regarding higher education. 

 

3. Early marriage a Hindrance to Higher Education 

 

Early marriage is a worldwide problem associated with a range of 

health and social consequences for Muslim women. 

Table no.3: Early Marriage 

Sl no 
Early marriage 

demerits 
Responded persons % 

1 Impact on Health 11 10% 

2 Family barrier 12 40% 

3 Financial issues 7 23% 

Source: Field Study 

It can be seen from above table that being a married student is a 

delicate jiggling act. Because it takes time, patience and boundless energy. 

A married women may have challenges pertaining to the name. The inter-
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role conflict is due to incompatible expectations. Thus it causes barrier in 

continuation of education. 

 

4. Social taboos are mostly responsible for bringing hindrance  in 

pursuing higher education of Muslim women 

 

Social taboo is also a reason behind Muslim women are not 

enrolled in school or not allowed to complete their education followed by 

safety related, financial, institutional and cultural impediments. A serious 

problem in the higher education system is a very high degree of inequity-

between different social groups, between men and women, between rural 

and urban areas, and between the rich and the poor. Gender differences 

have narrowed down over the years to a substantial extent. Currently 

about 40 percent of the enrollments are women, though there is a 

concentration of them in some areas of study. But this is changing, 

though slowly. First of all, in like primary education, healthcare or similar 

‘basic needs’, higher education is not a matter of right, leave alone a 

fundamental right. No person of any caste or community has a right to 

become a doctor, engineer or other kind of highly educated person. 

Everyone has the right to aspire to such status and to fair and equal 

consideration in the admissions process, according to specified norms of 

fairness and equality. But no one has a priori right to actual admission. 
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The aspect of gender difference does not confine to the walls of 

households. 

5. Higher education of Muslim women will help to establish their 

social empowerment 

 

Education is always regarded as the highest instrument of women 

empowerment. Education can build the necessary confidence among the 

women to claim their world. Proper education can help to engage them in 

socio-political changes of the world as well as in the financial 

developments. Moreover, the education will ensure their full and 

individual participation along with men. Education can also open the gate 

of employment to the women. From the self help groups to private and 

government, women can be financially independent. And this 

independence can enable their individual decision making position in the 

society. 

In gross,  educations can women to establish their individuality and equal 

rights. The status of Muslim women in India remains comparatively 

inferior to that of men though women are working in educational 

institutions, multinational companies, medical fields, Banks, NCC, Army 

and other financial institutions. they are still neglected and dominated by 

male society. 

 



 
 
6. Prejudice and tradition are responsible in slowing down higher 
education Of Muslim women: 
 
 
Prejudice and tradition somehow are equally liable for slowing down 

higher education of Muslim women as shown in below pie chart  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prejudice 
40%

Tradition
43%

other
17%

Respondents
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7. Religion as an obstruction in pursuing  higher education 
 
 
It is widely held that Islam does not give its women the right to pursue 

education and empowerment themselves. Contrary to this belief, Islam 

stresses on the need for acquisition of knowledge and critical thinking. 

Education is a responsibility and a right of all Muslims, be it men or 

women. If one were to look at Islamic history on e can find numerous 

examples of Muslim women who acquired knowledge and made use of 

their intellectual faculties. Instead of blaming Islam, it is more feasible to 

connect the education backwardness, in comparison to other communities, 

poor access to schools, the low quality of education that is imparted in 

schools in Muslim localities. 

 
8. Pardah” system is also one of the important hindrance of 

higher education of Muslim women 

 

 

 

Purdah has always been a topic of discussion. It is usually associated with 

Muslim community but however some other communities like Hindu also 

follow it. But the major difference is the attachment of religious beliefs in 
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Muslim community which makes it a compulsory custom. However due 

to modernization it is treated as backward custom Many organization and 

in fact Muslims too oppose it because it limits the women mobility, 

freedom, autonomy, political and economic participation. This research 

was designed to explore the relationship between the use of *purdah", 

access to education and employment of rural women. The study used both 

qualitative and quantitative methods. With respect to the former, in-depth 

interviews and focus group discussion were used. In most past literature, 

it has been argued that in Bangladesh, the use of 'purdah' has had effect 

on women's access to education and employment because the former is 

seen to impede on women's freedom and mobility. Some authors have 

argued that "purdah" is not merely a religious symbol tied to a belief 

system, but it is also a symbol of purity and honor particularly among 

richer families who are more conscious of their high social status. With 

regard to this religious custom, most rich families simply donot permit 

their women to go outside their home. Due to the practice of "purdah", 

women are generally prohibited from going into the public and they are 

mostly restricted to the home. Contrary to the above religious observation 

of women, this study went to show that the use of "purdah' do not in any 

influence on women's access to education as well as employment outside 

their homes. The study's findings also showed that although majority of 

rural women chose to wear "purdah", they nevertheless follow non-
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traditional (a moreliberal) view concerning the practice of using "purdah". 

Most of the women in the village observe Pardah. Neither they face 

strangers, nor do they go out of the house alone, So Pardah is major 

barrier for girls education. The majority of the natives does not send their 

girl’s to higher schools and colleges due to strict observance of pardah. 

The girls are not allowed to go outside the house alone. Even the families 

who are moderate and do not observe pardah very keenly hesitate to send 

their girls out for education, fearing a group of eve teasers might harm 

them. They create stories stories to scandalize the.This type of stories or 

remarks damages the girl’s reputation in the locality, which can affect 

even their marriages. People, Thus, were found reluctant in sending their 

daughters out for getting secondary and higher secondary education. 

 

9. Being a daughter parents give less importance regarding education 

than sons 

 

As a girl has to move to her husband’s house for permanent living under 

patrilocal residence rule prevailing in the society, she is treated as 

temporary member of the family in her father’s house. Most of the 

family’s do not want to invest much on their daughter’s education 

believing they have to leave after their marriage and investment on them 

would be no use for them. This patrilocal residence system is another 



barrier in girl’s higher education and thus girls are being give less 

importance than boys regarding higher education. 

 
10.Parental income as hindrance in pursuing higher education: 
 
 
 
As most of the respondents are dependent on parental income, and 

parents bear the expenses for education along with the household 

expenses. with little parental income sometimes it is difficult to makeup 

the expenses for education. In table below it is shown  expenses of a 

respondent’s parental income average of Rs.12000 monthly 

 

 

 

11. Parents are capable of meeting up your education Expenses 
 
 
Now a days education expenses are so expensive to meet by respondent’s 

parents, table shown below are the respondents on responses. 

45%

13%

18%

3%
4%

17%

Expenses

FOOD MEDICAL EDUCATION ELECTRICITY CLOTHING OTHERS
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Parents are capable of meeting up your education 

Expenses 
Reason Number of respondents 

Expensve books fees etc 16 

Low income 12 

Others 2 

Source: Field Study 
 
 
Expensive education fee, book prices etc are barrier in education for low 

income people. 

 

12. Psycho fear of losing religious values and Islamic identity parents 
ignore higher education 
 
 
There are negative effects of religion and religious education on mental 

health. In some of the religious beliefs and practices contributed to the 

development of certain disorder like obsession, anxiety and depression 

causes by over thinking of losing religious values loss, which results 

barrier in higher education. 

 

13. Economic self dependant may lead a women towards economic 

Empowerment: 
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Self dependent Women’s economic empowerment is central to realizing 

women’s rights and gender equality. Empowering the women in the 

economy and closing gender gaps in the world of work are key to sustain 

and development. when more women work economies grow. 

 

14. Community’s Responsibility 

An honest introspection will make the Muslim community realize 

that it has failed to comply even with its religious obligation of providing 

equal opportunities for the education both for its boys and girls. Such 

failure appears to be a conscious decision."Islam in India has also felt the 

influence of contact with other races and creeds, though, theologically 

speaking, the Iman and the Din, the faith and the practice, are unchanged. 

If Islam in India has lost some of its original fierceness, it has also 

adopted many superstitious practices, such as those against which the 

Wah habis protest. The great mass of the Muslim people are quite as 

superstitious, if not more so, than their heathen Neighbor. Still the 

manliness, the suavity of manner, the deep learning, Thus, higher 

education and the realm of religious scholarship and authority were made 

the preserves of men alone. In fact prior to the nineteenth century, access 

to  Madrasa teaching and education in India was largely restricted to the 

elite Muslims(the Ashraf). The Ashraf were expected to remain satisfied 

with the most elementary knowledge of Islam. Under the circumstances, 
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the historical neglect of women's access to even formal religious 

education has affected women's religious scholarship. The neglect of 

women's religious education is reflected not only in the gap between the 

numbers of male and female Madras students and traditional religious 

scholars but also in the dearth of scholarship on women's Madrasas after 

an Oriental fashion, of many Indian Muslim, render them a very attractive 

people. It is true there is a darker side much bigotry, pride of race, scorn 

of other creeds, and, speaking generally, a tendency to inertness. It is thus 

that in Assam Bengal, Madras, and perhaps in other places, they have 

fallen far behind the Hindus in educational status, and in the number of 

appointments they hold in the Government service. Yet an intelligent 

Muslim, as a rule, makes a good official. 
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Chapter- 5 
 

Findings of the study 
 
 

 
 Majority of the respondents are up to matric pass which is very 

concerned number, need to motivate for higher education and push 

them for women empowerment 

 Most of the parents are engaged in  cultivation, followed by business 

and other jobs. As parents also need to have some knowledge and 

interest towards higher education. 

 Early marriage is a barrier in education can be seen among 

respondents as its cause family and health issues. 

 It can be seen that tradition is major responsible for education. 

Tradition should not be a barrier 
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 A major part of the expenses are shown in food, it and a very nominal 

part for education, its due to income issues. 

 Most of the parents are not able to meet the expenses for education 

due to expensive books and study materials, books should be 

provided for free of cost as a material for right to education. 

 By complying traditional “Pardah” system is also raises unwanted 

social behaviour and negligence with the respondents. 

 Religion also can be seen as a barrier to the higher education, which 

should not be, religion should not be a barrier 

 It is seen that being a daughter always neglected in terms of education 

comparing to the boys,always both should be treated equally. 
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Chapter -6 

Conclusion 

 

 

Taking into consideration the above discussion on educational vision of 

Muslims,it can be conclude that Muslim are far behind than the other 

communities. Their vision towards education is still traditional. They 

don't want to accept modern education due to which they are suffering 

socially,economicall economically and politically. They don't want to 

give higher education to their daughters dues to many reasons,at present 

some how they are now coming up for education and improving day by 

day for the last to decades are learning to stand on their own feel but this 

efforts is just a drop in the ocean. Muslims have lower share in 
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professional education especially in management sector. Their Madrasa 

are following traditionall and old syllabus in the time of globalization and 

information technology. Their syllabus is far away from scientific and 

commercial knowledge. Madrasas showed transform into modern 

educational centeres where both religious and vocational studies may be 

imparted. Thus there is need to change the vision Muslims from 

traditional to modern education. If  we really want to improve the 

women's position in our society improving Muslim women,we have to 

take someone serious steps in future and also improve the defaults of 

previous policies in primary to higher education. We have establish some 

universities which only focus on women education like bhagat phool 

shing Mahila vishvavidyalay,Mother Teresa woman University Jiyoti 

vidyapeeth University,Banasthali vidyapeeth University and Jaipur in 

Rajasthan. U.P. is in need of women University which provides the entire 

stream's education like medicine,engi engineering etc. And also have to 

believe them that they too are equal part our society in the same manner 

as men are. 
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